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CCTA Director Urges Suspension of Nuclear Tests 


(New York) - A five-point proposal for ending the testing of atomic weapons 

and bringing about atomic disarmament has been put forward in the United States 

by Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, Ou pi Le lo. 


Addressing the annual meeting of the United States Conference of Member 
Churches of the World Council of Churches at Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, Dr. 
Nolde, who is also deanof the Lutheran graduate school of theology in Philadel- 

_ phia, urged the United States government to consider suspending its approaching 
series of tests inthe Pacific. 


The director of the CCIA, which is a joint agency of the World Council of 
Churches and the Pea oe tone Missionary Council, recalled that the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches at its meeting in New Haven, Conn., 
last August had declared that "there is a risk for the sake of peace which 
Christians, especially in countries projecting tests of nuclear weapons, are 
justified in advocating, im the hope of breaking through barriers of distrust. 

-They can urge their government," the WCC's Central Committee said, "to declare 
their resolve to forego tests for a trial period, in the hope that others will 
-do the same, a new confidence be born, and toundations laid for reliable agree- 

ments. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion 


in and about the eth and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for 
; be freely reproduced in anv form with acknowledgment... 


; perhaps agonizingly, to review its decision not to forego as a separate and in- 
“dependent move towards disarmament its projected Pacific tests," Dr. Nolde said. 


~-second:in this race ee the United States from doing what is right. 


the CCIA director declared. 


‘which the COIA:and-World Council statements on Atomic Tests and Disarmament are 
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Dr. Nolde's "five propositions", put forward following the oceans announ=— | 
ced suspension of tests by the government of the Soviet Union, say that 


.. The United States should regard as flexible and alterable its decision 
to conduct the tests in the Pacific if unremitting and continuing study produces 
a revised estimate of the importance or necessity of any part or all of the 
Pacific tests; or, if the Soviet Union at any time gives reasonable evidence 
of its readiness to proceed with a sound disarmament programme, the United 
States should be prepared to limit, halt or forego the projected tests; 


- “An agreement should be sought among the nuclear powers to fix a date 
beyond which no further nuclear weapons tests shall be conducted, with provision 
for inspection under the United Nations and with the understanding that any 
tests conducted prior to the cutoff date shall be subject to international ob- 
servation under the auspices of the United Nations; 


- "An agreement should be negotiated to establish a nuclear test agency 
under the United Nations to which all nuclear powers shall report proposed tests 
and which shall have the authority to determine the kinds of ese which: are 
ast bls and to observe the tests which are approved; 


- "The United States and its allies should seek a regional agreement for 
sharing nuclear resources under such provisions for inspection and control as 
would be feasible cn RES E) on a world ‘scale when sufficient confidence has 
been established; © = bias is he Seat Sy ae : 


—— "Every, opportunity should be sought and utilized for paapeeet ten in less 
controversial areas and for advanced technical studies gone ae Rok necessarily . 
require prior commitment." Se 


The proposals were received by the meeting of the United States Conference 
for the WCC "with great appreciation". The meeting, which included represen- 
tatives of nearly all the major Protestant and Orthodox churches in the USA, 
"expressed the hope that the various national councils of churches and the | 
World Council of Churches will support. proposals along similar lines". 


In his speech introducing the proposals, Dr. Nolde said he was aware of | 


_ the argument that Russia's recent cessation of testing followed conclusion of a | 
_. major test series and that the United States was on the eve of a series of testa 
“He said neither this argument nor the possibility of developing cleaner nuclear 


bombs should interfere with the moras obligation of America to review its de- 
cision to stage the tests. 


nT firmly believe that the Or hen States has a moral obligation Ben 


"Whatever else may be said, let not an offence to national pride at Spores 


eee” need for more affirmative action is underscored by the fact that one 
of the important ingredients in the balance of power, upon which peace today 
_tenuously rests, is the psychological reaction of people not only in allied 
countries but also in the uncommitted world and in lands under Soviet: control, ‘ 


Dr. Nolde told the meeting that "during the past two weeks the manner in 


relevant to the present situation has been forcefully brought to the attention 
of the United States government. The possibilities of a more affirmative re-. 
gorse in order to capitalise on present opportunity, even to the extent of sus-— 
pending or foregoing the projected tests in the Pacific, were diligently and 
strenuously explored," he told the 105 delegates ebiandine the meeting. "The 
decision to proceed with these tests remains unaltered," he added. 
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5 DE Nolde hog the disarmament programme put forward by the UN General 
Assembly and approved by the United States. The proposal, which promises sus- 
pension of nuclear tests in return for effective systems of inspection, -the: 
stopping of stockpiling, outer.space missile control and reduction:of armed . 
forces, was endorsed in February by Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge Jun. of the 
USA, who said the first step would be a halt to nuclear testing. 


The words used by Ambassador Lodge, according to Dr. Nolde’, "seem to mean 
that the United States is still ready to agree to the immediate cessation of 
‘nuclear tests everywhere-in the world the-tioment Russia formally agrees to move 
forward on a disarmament: ‘programme ‘which will include the various oRSEBS that 
have been specified". 


Warning that ‘the process of seeking: agreements with the Soviet Union in- 
-evitably requires negotiation with the representatives of a government whose 

~ philosophy and outlook doinot inspire confidence", Dr. Nolde recalled what he 
described as "broken promises in many areas". He said that "nevertheless ne- 
gotiations must go forward, and, in the process, reluctance or in some instances 
repugnance can be relieved if criticisms are presented in dignified but unmis- 
.pakable fashion and. if the ‘pepe to be sought are self-operating or veri- 
fiable". J Ee Pde) Geneve 


Churchmen in US.and UK Call for Positive Family Limitation 


_ , Warning that the fuse on the “population bomb" in underdeveloped areas of 
the world is getting short, the Rev. Dr. Richard M. Fagley, executive secretary 
of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, told the annual 
meeting of the United States Conference for the World Council of Churches that 
the churches should refute the Roman Catholic stand on birth control and "pro- 
vide some backbone for shilly-shallying governmental leaders". 


Because the "explosion" raises the controversial issue of birth control, 
government spokesmen and administrators have almost wholly ignored this crucial 
element in the economic situation of these countries, according to Dr. Fagley, 
who said that if the birth rate does not decline after:1957, world population, 
now about 3 billion, will be nearly 7 billion by the year 2,000. | 


Urging that the Roman Catholic position on birth control as stated in the 
Papal Encyclical CastiConnubii of 1930 be challenged as "theologically wrong . 
and practically tragic", Dr. Fagley asked for the "development of a dynamic 
ecumenical position on the value of family life and the rationale of birth con- 
trol, a theologically grounded position so clear and convincing that it will 
serve as a rallying point for men of good will, including millions of Catholic 
laymen who disagree with their Church on this matter". 


In the United Kingdom the Society for the Propagation of Christian Knowkédge 


has pri aies a report on,"The Family in Contemporary Society" for presentation 
to this year's world-wide Lambeth Conference of Anglican -bishops. 


Prepared by a group of nineteen theologians and sociologists under the 
chairmanship of Canon Max Warren, general secretary of the Church Missionary 
Society, the report says that bb ir? governments resolve that it is their..duty to 
‘encourage (but not to enforce) the adoption of family planning in conjunction 
with their best endeavours’ to raise the level of living in other ways, we cannot 
say that Christians ought to withhold their support". 


"It would ‘be presumptuous for the Church in. the West, whieh cannot look | 
with complacency on the way in which it has guided or failed: to guide its people 
in these matters, to seek’ ‘to inhibit ‘by religious sanction one of the two Means , 
economic expansion and family limitation, by which under-developed areas may be 
able tor save themselves from disaster," states the reports 


tcvV 
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The observation is also made that "there is no more than a slight difference 
Qt. degree din the. ‘acceptance of family planning between Roman. Catholics and Pro- 
testants. It ‘has. been observed we. in’the United States and Europe generally, 
that. ‘occupation. is more of a ‘determinant of family size than is religion: | . the 
difference oi family size between occupational groups in the same region cuts. 
across the difference of religious: denomination." ree ELP.S., Geneva 


German Grau Says: Mens W Church Ready for Contact with WCC 


(Frankfurt) - A five-man’ German delegation recently returned from a three weeks! 
visit to celebrate Easter in the Soviet: Union as guests of the Moscow Patriarch 
ate of the Russian Orthodox Church has reported that the Moscow Church is now 
favourable toward closer contact with the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. Adolf Wischmann, president of the extemal relations office of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) made the statement: in relation to the meeting 
between representatives of the llos¢ow Patriarchate and the World Council of. 
Churches planned for next August. 94 


The German Seioaati ote under. ie; egbabera dts of Dri Ernst Wilm, president of 
the Church of Westphalia, included Professor Edmund Schlink of Heidelberg, Pro- 
fessor Heinrich Vogel of East Berlin, and Professor Hans Iwand of Bonn in addi- 
tion to Dr. Wischmann. 


The delegation was impressed tya-spirit of spontaneous understanding ‘in 
the Russian congregations visited. In many of the:.27-services in which they 
took part the German visitors were struck by the shouts of approval that came 
from the congregation during their addresses. At several services tens of — 
thousands of:,people attended. Dr. Wischmann said this;could not be explained 
“by the closing of other churches. He remarked that in Russia most churches =. 
normally hold several services on two, three or four days in the week, all at- 
tended by large numbers of people. E.P.S., Geneva 


No Official Dutch Reformed Re ply to Archbishop ms Blank 


(Johannesburg) - The leadership of the Dutch Reformed fenach in South Africa 
will not reply officially to recent attacks on South Africa's racial policy made 
by the Dis Rev. Joost de Blank. Anglican ehtenae s of Cape Towm met EBS Nos. 

6 and’ 11 


However, the official organ. of the church, "Die Kerkbode", published a 
leading article in hich it said "in so far as this English church leader feels 
himself called upon to comment on this question, which challenges the talents Bi 
and wisdom of the greatest statesmen of our day in all countries of the world, ; 
we leave him in peace...". ) 

| 


ro The ‘article continues by saying that the archbishop's actions "préclude us 
from accepting him as an impartial witness against this country and even less as 
an unprejudiced observer of circumstances", and complains that "this is confirmed | 
by the manner in which he brings our Dutch Reformed Church under discussion". 


| 
| 
| 


"Tt is true", ‘says "Die Kerkbode", "that our church sees the’ separate devel- 
opment of the races in different areas as a practical, fair and just solution 
in our multi-racial country. ‘Does the archbishop not know that the foundations 
of this policy were laid by the British regime’ a South Africa more than a hun-~ 
dred years ago’ 


jlo? 


“Our church is in agreement’ with this in its missionary policy," continues 
the article, "which aims at giving the various population groups their own epurel 
life. It remains one Dutch Reformed Church ... which finds expression among “ 
Whites, Colouréds and Bantu. Our church has no racial policy, but certainly ‘a 
missionary policy, and the people wha. ‘led us on that path were not political 
agitators, but our missionary commissions, missionary leaders and missionaries - 
people living closest to the non-whites," BrP. Sey Geneva — 
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e "Ooloured! 


ee! 


~ Lar Followin for: south Africa's DRC 


. (Johannesburg). = ‘According to an article in "Op die Horison", missionary magazine 
+ -of.the:Dutch Reformed Church: -in South Africa, about one third of the "coloured" 
popuiation, af.mixed origin, belongs to the DRC. 


“The ‘church, established 75 years ago, has ‘134 oneneen tors with 87,446 
“ coloured" thembers and 239,383 adherents. Membership has tripled in the last 
25:years. 


In 1954 Le church controlled 316 primary schools with 42, 541 " ooloured" 
Bupa eat | Bons E.P.S., Geneva 


aya Te 


Boumenical Pavilion Opened at Brussels 


Seven hundred people went to church on April 20..in the midst-of the Inter- 
national Exhibition at Brussels and scores of others had to be turned away from 
the’ door of the Protestant Pavilion. The occasion was the formal dedication of 
a pavilion which exists because of the tenacity of a small group of Belgian Pro- 
testants who were convinced that the non-Roman Catholic churches must be repre- 
sented at the Exhibition. ies cy 


The dedication service brought crowds ap Renita ts esi Pon all over Belgium 
and attracted many visitors from abroad. They heard the words of dedication 
read in three languages - English, French and German. 


In his*sermon, Pastor Pieter Fagel of Brussels, the project's leader, said, 
"Qur most important reason for being here is that we have a message for every- 
body, and when millions of people come to a definite place, the Church has to 
be there. We have to preach the Gospel, for there is no salvation and no 
happiness without Christ. Therefore, you will see in the exhibition that we 
have prepared, not so much about what the Church should be doing, but rather 
what Christ is doing for us. It is a visual preaching of ‘the Gospel.’ 


"Christ's light fills us with happiness and makes us joyful, "he eeatedsae 
"Without this light of love, the world is dark and cold, even the huge atomium 
is cold in itself. But right at the foot of this atomium is ‘this little chapel 
filled with the love and light of God, for whom we have built this whole pavilion." 


The pavilion was dedicated with the: wox rd st. 


This pavilion is being dedicated by God's people in the midst of the Brus- 
sels International Exhibition for: the only purpose of manifesting and proclaiming 
in the world today. the SS eeeenaiel the love of God. We are. here assembled at 
this time to dedicate this sanctuary and'entire building to the’ glory of God 
the Father, to.the honour of his Son,:to the praise-of the Holy Spirit... We 
therefore ae apart this building forithe worship of God Almighty, for the pro- 
clamation of the Gospel of. Jesus Christ ,°for the: service of all‘ men! ‘under! the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, calling upon the name of Je sus! Christ, For’ there 
is no other Name under Heaven given among men by, which we must be eee it 


On the fair's. opening day, -Dr.’ We. Ae Pissex: 't Hooft, general secretary of 
the World Council..of Churches, cabled to Pastor Fagel: "Our warmest greetings 
and prayers for your witness and presence at Brussels '58". 


Dr. Howard Schomer, of the Division of. Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refu- 
gees of the World Council of Churches; repre sented the WCC at the service, offer- 
ing the opening prayer and pronouncing the benediction, The World Council's 
Central Committee had called the project "worthy of support" and the Inter-Church 
Aid Division made a $3,000 grant for the ecumenical exhibit in the pavilion. 


- tee t 
fe 
i 


stot 
wa 
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The pavilion, one of the smallest at the giant Exhibition, is located close 
to the atomium, symbol of the fair. The aluminium, and glass buidding consists 
of an exhibition, hall and a circular chapel. ‘Five-colour plexiglass windows 
20 from. floor to. ‘ceiling siya. the chapel. The huge cross dominates’ the chapel, 


OE an Also” contains a bits ht oak Communion table. The work of a Swiss artist, 


Mr. Peter Siebold, hangs on the front wall of the: pbuilding + a huge mosaic figure 
‘of. Christ:.and.a@-mosaic representing the people of the world toward whom the Word 


bcOf God -is ‘directed. An ecumenical exhibition, described as one of the finest 


at the fair, was designed by Pastor Robert Kurtz of cae i Switzerland. Mr. 
Robert Calame , a Protestant layman, was the building as architect. 


Stren Pavilion officials are still hopeful that enough toner will be received to 
enable them to move the building to a location near Brussels, where it would be 
used as the country's only ecumenical centre. E.P.S., Geneva 


BCC Seeks Halt to Nuclear Tests 


(London) - The British Council of Churches has esked the United Kingdom govern— 
ment to suspend nuclear tests for the time being in order to "reopen the way 
_for negotiations to progressive and controlled disarmament". 


In a resolution passed at its half-yearly meeting "the Council welcomed 


- the Prime Minister's statement of April 1 that it.is the policy of Her Majesty's 


-Government to negotiate a disarmament agreement which will provide for the ending 
or suspension of tests under proper conditions. 


- "We therefore urge Her Majesty's Government," the resolution concludes, 
"in cooperation with the government of the US, to give a positive answer to the 
recent Russian initiative by agreeing to an immediate temporary suspension of 
nuclear tests so as to reopen the way:for negotiations to progressive and con- 
trolled. disarmament". wee tne, Ne letes cena ya 


Grant to Aid Japan Christian Bduostion institute | 


(New York) - The World Council of Ghristian Education and Sey School Associ- 
ation has announced that the Liily Endowment Incorporated has made a grant-of 


: $25,000 which, with $50,000 raised by the World Council .from other sources, will 


es, 


be used to assist churches in the weaker economic areas of jfrica, Asia and 
Latin America to send delegates to the Second World Institute on Christian Edu- 
cation which will be held in Japan from July 19 - August 1 of this year. 


The site of the Institute will’ be Seiwa and Kobe Colleges, which are on 
adjoining campuses. Three hundred key Christian educators from sixty countries 
will meet at the’ ‘Institute to discuss the effect that revolutionary changes in 
the world are having upon Christian education work in the home, the school and 
the church. Dr. Paul Vieth of Yale Divinity School will be the dean of the 
Institute, and the director will be Dr. Michio Kozaki, Seaman of the National 
Christian Council of Japan. 


Members of the Institute Sail, also nat ores in the Fourteenth World Con- 
vention on Christian Education which will be-held in Tokyo, August 6 - 13, with 
an attendance estimated in the neighbourhood of 5,000 people.» E.P.S., Géneva 


“so Heineich Griber Resists Totalitarian Claims on Youth 


'' (Berlin) - Dr, Heinrich Griiber, prominent bast Berlin church ete has Socket 
out strongly against the claims of totalitarian states. in the field of education 


Preaching in the Marienkirche in the Bastern sector of Berlin, he ‘endorsed 
the decision to discuss the problem of education at the approaching all-German 
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synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) by describing the pepe of 
children’ and youth as the Church's greatest concern. 


"We will not leave young people at the mercy of any forces which make totali- 
tarian claims upon them — whether it be the state or the tribe," said Dr. Gruber, 
who: has: been-active for some years in negotiations between the evangelical chur- 
_ches-in Germany -and the Hast German government. "We cannot revert to the civi- 


- (tlisation.of Sparta, where the children belonged to the state from birth, nor to 


the customs of the Hottentots, among whom the young people were answerable not 
to their family but..to their tribe." 


Dr. Grtiber also rejected sentimental systems of education which merely 
developed children without training them. He said that such children developed 
into potential delinquents. Some of them, he declared, never experienced re--: 
fporsible love in ee lives, went wrong and ended in the criminal courts. 

H.P.S., Geneva 


yaad y 


The Student Christian Congress held in Edinburgh from April 8 — 14 under 
the auspices of the British Student Christian Movement reported an attendance 
of 2,100 participants, including 350 foreign students from 45 nations. Speakers 
included Dr. George MacLeod, moderator of the Church of Scotland, Dr. D.T. Niles 
of Ceylon and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches. <n 


x * 


The highest constitutional court in Lhaly has ruled that provisions of the 
Italian Charter of 1948, which provides for peaceful assembly in places open to 
‘the public, overrules a! 'long-enforced police order dating back to 1931 and re- 
quiring police authorisation for such meétings. Under the 1948 legislation a 
police ban’ can be imposed only on clear proof that "public safety" is threatened. 
“The court's: decision did not refer explicitly to Protestantism, but a spokesman 

' oy ‘the Federal Council of Italian Evangelical Churches has welcomed it. 


LY ey t 


¥* % 


The Bishop of Coventry, England, has» aroused controversy by going ahead with 
plans to hold a Sunday "festival of the arts" under floodlights in the ruins of 
Coventry Cathedral’ in July, including’ a performance of ‘the ballet "Les ‘Sylphides" 
by the British Festival Ballet ON Nes Erste Anton Dolin, and the dance "The 
Dying Swan" by Alicia ifarkova. 


The Council of Bishops of the Methodist Church in the USA has ratified an 
amendment to the church's constitution permitting Negro churches to transfer 
from the existing Negro jurisdiction of the church to one of five white geographi- 


cal jurisdictions. The move follows approval of the amendment by a two-thirds 
pone! seb more than two-thirds of the church's: 129 local conferences. 


ee, 


The US government granted permission‘ for Representative Brooks Hays, presi- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention, and Dr. Clarence W. Cranford, president 
of the American Baptist: Convention, to visit Russian Baptists. in Moscow from 


ae 16"— 20. 
ve 
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The Ecumenical Commission of the. Federal Council of ‘the Dutch Reformed 
Church in South Africa has asked its congregations to contribute towards the. 
cost, of the ecumenical pavilion at the World Exhibition in Brussels. 


** 


aes ~The French embassy in Berne, Switzerland, has officially denied reports 
 £hat the.Swiss pastor Michel Grenier, who was deported from France on March Bi, 

‘is suspected of having acted as a go-between for the Algerian National Liberation 
Front (PLN) (see EBS No. 10). The French authorities say that Pastor Grenier 
was deported because of the views he put forward about the war in Algeria and 

his connections with Algerians. ; . 


x * 


The Jordan government has refused visas to ten Russian Orthodox nuns who 
wished to celebrate Easter in the old city of Jerusalem. 


* * 


The All-German Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) opens with 
worship in the Marienkirche, East Berlin, on April 26. About 120 delegates, 
including the bishops and presidents of all the regional churches, are expected 
to attend. | | 


x * 


The new draft constitution for the Sudan, just published in Khartoun, 
states Islam to be the state religion and Arabic the official language of the 
country. 


ae ay 


The:;United Church of Christ in the USA, formed in 1957 by the union of the 
Congregational Christian Churches with the Evangelical and Reformed Church, has 
offered “inter-communion, recognition and fellowship" to "sister communions 
throughout the world" which "accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour". The 
statement of its executive council containing the invitation was accompanied by 
a supplementary declaration from the co-presidents, Dr. James E. Wagner and Dr. 
Fred Hoskins, regretting the refusal of some Christians to accept invitations 
to Holy Communion at ecumenical meetings. 


x * : 


-In a speech to more than a thousand people at the sixth Biblical Conference 
in Jerusalem, Professor Mosche Segal of the Hebrew University severely criticised 
the materialism of life in Israel today, which he said threatened to become a 
"spiritual revolution", He said he regretted that the Bible is regarded as a 


ae ce book and used only as a source of information for historians and archae-— 
ologists. oe ti 


x % 


Giving his.dmpression of a three weeks' visit to Israel, Bishop Hanns 
Lilje of Hanover, Germany, said the problem of religious minorities there had 
not been fully solved, but that the holy places are protected by the state and 
non-Jewish religious groups can worship without interference. 


XPik, 


The, Bishop of the Italian Orthodox Church has asked the legal bureau of 
the Protestant churches in Italy, which acts also for Italian Orthodox, to take 
up with the Italian authorities a complaint against the Sardinian bias Or 
having interfered with the dedication service of an Orthodox Chapel in Seramanna 
Cagliari, during March. The police are alleged to have insisted on the nooraet 
of all icons and holy objects from the chapel, and the countermanding of an in- 


vitation accepted by the local Roman Catholic parish priest. E.P.S., Geneva 
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A Special Report 


Japan Reports Growing Interest in the Bible 


Popular recognition of the Bible in Japan is described by the Rev. T. 
Myakoda, general secretary of the Japan Bible Society, in the Bulletin of the 
United Bible Societies. 


The Japanese are a highly literate people, and often go to the many bookshops 
of the country to get something to read. The Bible is becoming the book of the 
people and the feeling that it is a ‘foreign book' is disappearing. Big daily 
newspapers such as the Mainichi, the Asahi and the Yomiuri, which print more than 
three million copies daily, never hesitate about giving space to the Bible, and 
have been introducing the Scriptures to the public. The Bible was placed by some 
newspapers at the head of classical literature. Last summer an extensive article 
on the Bible appeared in the newspaper Yomiuri, the writer being a professor of 
Tokyo University. He recommended the Bible as a priority for any young person 
who sincerely wished to take a step in the knowledge of world literature. At the 
time of the 1957 'Reading Month' observed from the middle of October to mid-Movem-— 
ber, the weekly Asahi and the Sunday Mainichi gave space to the Bible. The for- 
mer introduced the Bible as best seller not only in the world, but also in Japan, 
and recommended the easily-readable Kogotai version. 


The Sunday Mainichi has distributed a questionnaire to thirty prominent 
scholars and writers, asking for a list of books to be recommended to the public. 
Among the questions were "What one book would you take if you were stranded on a 


lonely island?'. Hight out of thirty replied that they would choose the Bible. 
The most interesting of these was the Rev. Toko Kon, a prominent Buddhist priest 
and popular fiction writer. His reason for choosing the Bible was that at present 


he cannot fine suitable books among the Buddhist writings. 


This Sunday Mainichi also included in its magazine the general secretary's 
report to the Japan Bible Society's Executive meeting. 


When Mr. Miyakoda visited Fukuoka on his way to call on the colporteur teams 
at work in Kyushu, three local newspaper reporters interviewed him at his hotel on 
his visit to South America and on the work of the United Bible Societies. This 
news was published in three newspapers the next morning. He also made three troad— 
casts on "The Bible and Morals", “Bible Reading" and "The Bible and the Family". 


The efforts of three people have helped to make the Bible known. Mrs. 
Hanako Ituraoka is a member of the board of directors of the Japan Bible Society and 
is a popular writer and frequent broadcaster. She has constantly recommended the 
Bible to the people in her activities. Dr. Shigeru Nambara and Dr. Tadao Yanaibara, 
ex-president and president respectively of Tokyo University, have lectured outside 
church circles on the Bible and its message for international affairs and domestic 
problems. 


Mr. Rinzo Shiina, a popular writer widely read in Christian circles and by the 
wider public, has also done much to introduce the Scriptures to the people through 
his writings. Prince Mikasa's love for the Bible has done a great deal to elimi- 
nate the bad feeling that had prevailed towards the Scriptures. The newspapers 
published large pictures of the Prince and Princess visiting the Cambridge Literary 
Exhibition at the Maruzen bookstore in October last, with the caption: "Prince 
Mikasa looks at an ancient Bible". 


Another notable figure who has contributed to the increased interest in the 
Bible is Shigeji Kaneko, the most popular boxing champion of the day and feather- 
weight champion of the Orient. He is a Christian, a regular church-goer and a 
reader of the Bible. Recently a film about him was shown in cinemas all over 
Japan, and it was made clear that he is a reader of the Bible. This film has done 
much to make the Scriptures popular in Japan at the present time. 

B.P.S., Geneva 
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